Safe Motherhood is not only a Reproductive Right but also a basic human right. Provision of Safe Motherhood services like skilled attendants at birth reduces maternal deaths and morbidities. Bangladesh has reduced maternal deaths from 540/ 100,000 live births in the nineties to 194 in 2010 1 . In a recent estimate by WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, the World Bank and the United Nations Population Division, the Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) has declined to 170 per 100,000 live births 2 in Bangladesh.
The Honorable Prime Minister's commitment at the UN General Assembly to accelerate progress to reach the MDG 4 and 5 was highly appreciated during the 2010 United Nations Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Bangladesh committed to: doubling the percentage of births attended by a skilled health worker by 2015 through the training of an additional 3000 midwives, staffing all 427 subdistrict health centers to provide round-the-clock midwifery services, and upgrading all 59 district hospitals and 70 Mother and Child Welfare Centers as centers of excellence for emergency obstetric care services. 3 To fulfill the commitment of the Honorable Prime Minister at the 2010 United Nations Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the Government has introduced the Midwifery programme and created 3000 post of midwives. This is the first time that a dedicated cadre skilled in the provision of safe motherhood services has been created and posted in the field to be available and accessible to all women when needed. Bangladesh has taken a huge step forward for ensuring safe motherhood and quality of care through the introduction of the Midwifery cadre. With the timely implementation of the National Strategic Directions for Midwifery in Bangladesh, 2014 it is expected that maternal mortality as well as morbidity will come down to very low levels and Bangladesh will be a shining example for others to follow.
